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Introduction  

Femmes Africa Solidarité (FAS) and its PanAfrican Centre for Gender Peace and Development (PAC) 

based in Dakar initiated the African Gender Award to recognize and reward African Leaders or 

Government representatives, who have demonstrated outstanding achievements in gender mainstreaming 

and women's advancement. It also recognizes other stakeholders from the private sector and the civil 

society who are designated from the Award recipientôs country. The selection of the recipient is guided by 

specific criteria and indicators designed to monitor the implementation of the Solemn Declaration on 

Gender Equality in Africa. Selection is conducted by a Selection Committee chaired by Honorable 

Ambassador Dr Mongella and composed of high level personalities. 

 

After having been awarded to President Wade of Senegal, President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa and 

President Paul Kagame of Rwanda, the 2009 African Gender Award was bestowed on his Excellency 

President Armando Guebuza of the Republic of Mozambique for his notable commitment to the cause of 

women in his country. The Awardôs recognitions were presented to Forum Mulher for Civil Society and 

to the Confederation of Business Associations of Mozambique (CTA) for the Private Sector for their 

achievements in gender promotion in their respective agendas.  

 

To celebrate this important event, His Excellency President Abdoulaye Wade of the Republic of Senegal, 

winner of the 2005 edition and patron of the Award hosted the ceremony. The event took place on April 

3
rd

 2010 at the Méridien President in Dakar, Senegal during the Gala dinner organized to celebrate the 

inauguration of the Renaissance monument initiated by his Excellency President Wade, on the margins of 

the celebration of the 50
th
 anniversary of African independences.  

 

Upon invitation of His Excellency President Abdoulaye Wade, FAS participated in the International 

Colloquium on African Renaissance planned for the morning of the 3
rd

 at the Méridien President in 

Dakar, Senegal. FAS thought to seize this opportunity to integrate the debate and remind the present 

parties of the important role women play in this renaissance.  

 

A press conference was organized prior to the event to announce the Award ceremony in honor of His 

Excellency President Amando Guebuza. This summary will briefly discuss this event as well as the 

International Colloquium on African Renaissance and the Award ceremony. 

 

Press Conference 

 

A press conference was held on April 1
st
 2010 at the Pullman Teranga Hotel in Dakar, Senegal. It was 

successful in attracting Senegalese and Mozambican television networks as well as regional networks. 

International radio networks and written press also covered the event.  

 

The panelists were: Ms. Ndeye Khady Diop, Minister of Family, Food security, Women entrepreneurship, 

Microfinance and Childhood; Ms. Bineta Diop, Founder and Executive director of FAS; Ms. Mariama 

Touré, President of African Women Association for Research and development (AFARD) and member of 

the organizational committee of the International Colloquium on African Renaissance. Lastly, Ms. 

Marlene Magaia, Press Aid for the President of the Republic of Mozambique. 
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The concept of Nandi was introduced during the conference through video projection.  In history, Nandi 

is indeed, the mother of the infamous Chaka Zulu, symbol of resistance and determination. It is a 

character which represents the realities which the majority of African women face: wars, conflicts, 

poverty, misery, illiteracy and under-development. Nandi was born in Senegal as an instrument of 

advocacy within the framework of the PanAfrican Center for Gender, Peace and Development of Femmes 

Africa Solidarité (FAS) based in Dakar. In awarding this Nandi every two years to an African Head of 

state, we encourage them to take an oath to educate, protect and defend the women in their respective 

countries and to promote gender mainstreaming in their politics and governance programmes.  

 

Following this video projection, a journalist asked what the impact of this Award on recipient countries 

and their governments was. 

 

Ms. Ndeye Khady Dieng expressed her conviction that the African Gender Award will foster positive 

competition among African countries to prioritize the gender agenda. Ms Bineta Diop added that the prize 

motivates recipients to redouble their efforts in gender mainstreaming. In April 2008, Mozambique had 

37% of women in Parliament, standing above the SADC 30% goal, and being among the 10 best 

performing countries in the world. Following the issue of the African Gender Award to President 

Armando Guebuza in January 2009 and elections in October 2009, women made up 39.2% of the 

Parliament, ranking Mozambique ninth in the world ranking for women in national parliaments.
 
She also 

presented the case of Rwanda whose efforts in the promotion of women increased after its reception of 

the Award. While in 2007 year of its nomination Rwanda counted 40% of women parliamentarians, in 

2009 we counted 53% of them. Similarly, in Senegal efforts can be noted in the advancement of women 

since Presidentôs Wade nomination in 2005 for the Award. The Government of Senegal headed by 

President Abdoulaye Wade is indeed a pioneer in the fight for gender equality with the new law decree on 

Absolute Gender Parity which establishes perfect equality between men and women in all State 

Assemblies. The Minister remarked that soon in Senegal on electoral lists one person out of two would be 

a woman.  

 

A second question was what are the expectations of the Panel on the performances of the 53 African 

states to achieve the millennium development goals?  

 

Ms Bineta Diop saluted the efforts made by the African Union to integrate women in all spheres of life 

and governance by declaring this decade, the decade of women. Nevertheless she stressed that there are 

still many gaps to be filled in terms of gender parity in many African countries. Indeed, the Minister 

insisted on the need to make women autonomous in order to target the MDGs from all angles: social, 

health, education, economic and, politic. The panel also talked about the need to double efforts to stop 

violence against women especially in armed conflicts.  

 

Lastly, the panel was asked whether Senegal was a model for other African countries. 

 

To this Ms Dieng responded by reminding the very important decree on Absolute Gender Parity signed 

by President Abdoulaye wade. The government of Senegal is indeed a model for other African countries 

when it comes to gender parity. Ms Bineta Diop further discussed the symbolic dimension of Dakar as the 

capital representing the African Gender Forum and Award. She compared the relation between Dakar and 

the Award to the relation between Oslo and the Nobel Peace prize and Paris and the UNESO prize. 
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International C olloquium on African Renaissance 

 

To commence the celebrations of the 50
th
 anniversary of African independences and the inauguration of 

the Renaissance monument, his Excellency President Abdoulaye Wade of the Republic of Senegal 

initiated a colloquium on African renaissance. The event took place on April 3
rd

 2010 at the Meriden 

President in Dakar, Senegal.  

 

The panelists were:  His Excellency President Abdoulaye Wade of Senegal; His Excellency President 

Bingu Wa Mutharika of Malawi, who is also the acting Chair of the African Union; Pr. Iba Der Thiam, 

President of the Scientific Committee for the Colloquium; Ms. Sheila Walker, from the United States, 

Diaspora Spokesperson; Pr. Elikia Mbokolo of the Democratic republic of Congo. 

 

Although the accent was not made on gender particularly, all orators spoke of a united Africa including 

men and women which had ñto stand up and march forwardò in the words of President Mutharika. For his 

part, President Abdoulaye Wade reiterated his faith in the project of the United States of Africa and 

pronounced a hopeful speech for African economic expansion. He declared that Africans had the ability 

to exploit new technologies and so now, the continent had to open itself to science to be competitive.  

 

Following the latterôs line of thinking, President Mutharika, added that Renaissance was more than a 

movement, it is a way of life that aspires to an Africa that is free from hunger and poverty. However, he 

stipulated that this renaissance could not be achieved without a good understanding of our past. He used a 

concept that is intrinsic to many African cultures: ñwithout a past there is no present and without a present 

there is no future.ò He ended by saying, ñAfricaôs Future is in our hands, we have the political will and 

capacity to control our destiny.ò 

 

In his speech, Pr Iba Der Thiam further remarked that ñMen, Women and, Childrenò had to come together 

in equality to rebuild Africa. He also declared that ñthere is a need to maintain peace in African countries 

for peace is a sine qua non condition to development.ò  

 

For her part, Ms. Sheila Walker presented herself as not only a representative of the Diaspora but also of 

all women. She noted, that women had to be recognized as constituting an integral part of the African 

Renaissance as, for now, the oldest Human being ever found, Lucie, is indeed a woman. She also narrated 

the story of Osiris, God and ruler of Egypt. The latter had been killed and decapitated into many pieces by 

his enemies and his limbs were scattered throughout the land. Isis, his wife, searched the land, and buried 

each piece of Osiris, and a temple was built by men at each place where a piece of Osiris was. Isis then 

became the Goddess of resurrection. This story taken from Egyptian mythology was meant to show the 

role of women in rebuilding societies after they have been stricken by wars or other scourges. In the 

context of the African renaissance this image of women becomes quite crucial in showing their 

incontrovertible role in the rebirth of the continent. 

 

 

In sum, the discourses reflected a full embrace of the concept of renaissance by all orators and their wish 

to motivate the people of Africa to move into the future. Regrettably however, orators failed to propose 

concrete measures that could be implemented to facilitate this Renaissance. It is thus the duty of 

organizations such as FAS and other Women organizations and NGOs to ensure that gender sensitive 

measures are put in place to allow for this renaissance and that there is a follow up on the colloquium.  
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African Gender Award Ceremony 

 As the first and second editions, the African Gender Award 2009 ceremony was a success. His 

Excellency President Armando Guebuza became the fourth African political leader to be awarded the 

African Gender Award.  

 

Were present: their Excellencies President Abdoulaye Wade of the Republic of Senegal and his wife Mrs. 

Viv iane Wade, President Armando Guebuza of the Republic of Mozambique and his wife, President 

Bingu Wa Mutharika of Malawi, President Ellen Johnson- Sirleaf of Liberia, President Denis Sassou 

Nguesso of the Republic of Congo and his wife, President Blaise Compaoré of Burkina Faso, President 

Amadou Toumani Touré of Mali and his wife, President Teodoro Obiang Nguema of Equatorial Guinea 

and his wife, President Aly Bongo of Gabon and his wife, President Thomas Yayi Boni of Benin, His 

Excellency President Yahya Jammeh of Gambia, President Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz of Mauritania, 

President  Pedro Pires of Cap Verde, President Ahmed Abdallah Mohamed Sambi of Comoros, and Mr. 

Olusegun Obasanjo former President of Nigeria. Honorable Mr. Soumaïla Cisse President of the West 

African Economic and Monetary Union (WAEMU), and Honorable Dr. Jean Ping President of the 

African Union Commission also attended along with Mr. Jesse Jackson, amongst other important figures.  

 

After a few performances and fashion shows, the Award was introduced by Honorable Dr. Mongella, 

former President of the African Union Parliament. In her speech Dr Mongella insisted on the importance 

of women in African development, and their role in daily life.  She saluted her Excellency President Ellen 

Johnson-Sirleaf, first woman to access to the high rank of President in Africa. She then applauded 

Mozambiqueôs efforts to integrate women in all spheres of life: political, social and economical and by 

the same occasion saluted President Wadeôs unwavering support for FAS and for women throughout the 

continent. She also noted Rwandaôs exceptional case in Africa for having the highest number of women 

in parliament and further. She concluded by talking about the wars that ravage many African countries, 

hoping that soon, ñthe children that we so painfully deliver into this worldò will grow and prosper in an 

Africa ready to take on the future and to be reborn. 

 

She then called upon Honorable Dr. Jean Ping to award the two Mozambican distinctions to Forum 

Mulher and CTA- Ecosida. Then President Wade was invited to present the Award to President Guebuza. 

In his speech, President Wade reiterated the importance of this African renaissance. He thanked FAS for 

the trust it places in him, and recognized the valuable work of the organization; he went on to discuss the 

importance of women in Africa. He explained that he has been for so many years a fervent supporter of 

the cause of women. Indeed, he pushed forward a law for absolute parity which means that men and 

women would now be equally represented in all assemblies within the Senegalese state. 

 

Upon taking over the floor, President Guebuza expressed his gratitude to FAS for honoring him with this 

award and to President Wade for his hospitality.  He also recognized Forum Mulher and CTA-Ecosida for 

the great work they do on the field and gave examples of how women in Mozambique have been 

empowered. He expressed the wish that fellow heads of State do the same in their countries. He then went 

on to discuss the important role Mozambican women played in the national struggle for liberation 35 

years ago. He added that their struggle was so much notable that on April 7
th
 2010, Mozambican 

Womenôs day, Mozambique will light a Torch of Unity that will go through all its regions ñto crystallize 

the role women played for their own emancipation and in the struggle against poverty in Mozambiqueôs 

current agenda.ò  The torch will end its journey the day of Independence in the capital Maputo. 

 

http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mohamed_Ould_Abdel_Aziz
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Conclusion & Recommendations 

The African Gender Forum and Award 2009 was a success. The visibility of the event was unequalled 

thanks to the attendance of a number of high dignitaries. The fact that president Armando Guebuza was 

honored in front of many of his pairs, we hope will push other countries to promote the gender agenda in 

their respective countries. Also, the media strategy adopted by the FAS communication team helped 

successfully advertise the event both locally and internationally.  

 

We congratulate the Government of the Republic of Mozambique for its achievements in the promotion 

of women. We also congratulate Forum Mulher and CTA-Ecosida for their sponsorship of women in their 

respective sectors. We hope that this award will motivate further collaboration between the Government 

of the Republic of Mozambique, civil society and the private sector in an effort to integrate women as in 

Rwanda with President Paul Kagame, and in Senegal with President Wade.  

 

We further congratulate the Government of the Republic of Senegal for voting a law on absolute parity in 

all state assemblies. This important step reaffirms President Wadeôs strong engagement to promote 

equality between men and women and makes Senegal a leader in gender advancement and a model in 

Africa.  

 

We command all the participants to this event for their efforts and dedication to the cause of women and 

would like to seize this opportunity of the African Renaissance to urge all African governments, civil 

societies, and private sectors to work together and include the issues of gender parity on their agendas for 

the future. African Women must also realize that with this African renaissance, a door has been opened 

for them to enter the decisionsô room. It s now their duty to participate to the debate and make their voices 

heard. 
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Annex 1  

LIST OF FAS DELEGATION  

List of Femmes Africa Solidarité (FAS) Delegation to the 50
th

 Anniversary of African 

Independences and the Celebrations of the Inauguration of the Renaissance Monument 

 

Delegation 

 

Ambassador Dr Gertrude Mongella 

President of African Gender Award Jury, Former President of the Pan-African parliament 

  

Ms Soyata Maiga 

Lawyer, Special Rapporteur of the African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights on the Rights of 

Women in Africa 

 

Dr  Amany Asfour  

President of Egyptian Business Women Association (EBWA) 

 

Ms Bineta Diop 

Founder and Executive Director, Femmes Africa Solidarité 

 

Ms Yasmine Jusu-Sheriff 

Lawyer, President of ñMano River Womenôs Peace Network,ò and member of the National Commission 

on Human Rights 

 

Ms. Asna Fall Ndiaye  

Member of FAS, Former Regional Coordinator, Regional Program for gender, UNDP- Regional Office 

for Africa  

 

Ms Nativadade Bule 

President of Ecosida 

 

Ms Graca Samo 

Executive Director of Forum Mulher 

 

Ms Vuluarda Monjane 

Gender advisor, Foundation for Community Development (FDC) 

 

Ms Sally Dieng 

Member of FAS 

 

Ms Diobe Diop 

Member of FAS 

 

Ms Penda Gninge 

Member of FAS, Assistant to the Senegalese Presidency 
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Ms Gertrude Mwenda   

Dr Mongellaôs Assistant  

 

Ms Khady Gadiaga 

Executive Director of FUTURA 

 

Ms Coumba Fall 

PanAfrican Center Focal Point, FAS 

 

Mr  Moussa Diop 

FAS Communications Officer 

 

Mr  Dethié Sarr-Niang 

Consultant and Resource Person, FAS 

 

Ms Nadine Schueepp 

Assistant Program Officer, FAS 

 

Ms Alexandrine Pirlot  de Corbion 

Assistant Communication Officer, FAS 

 

Mr  Daniele Treccarichi 

Assistant PanAfrican Center of Gender Peace and Development, FAS 

 

Ms Aminata Diop 

Assistant PanAfrican Center of Gender Peace and Development, FAS 
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Annex 2 

 

LIST OF MOZAMBICAN DELEGATION  
 

 

RÉPUBLIQUE DU MOZAMBIQUE 
________  

PRÉSIDENCE DE LA RÉPUBLIQUE  
CABINET DU PROTOCOLE DôÉTAT 

 

COMPOSITION DE LA DÉLÉGATION QUI ACCOMPAGNE SON EXCELLENCE ARMANDO EMÍLIO GUEBUZA, 

PRÉSIDENT DE LA RÉPUBLIQUE DU MOZAMBIQUE, À DAKAR-RÉPUBLIQUE DU SÉNÉGAL DANS LE 

v¦!5w9 5¦ /Lbv¦9b¢9b!Lw9 59 [ΩLb5;t9b5!b/9 5¦ {;b;D![ 

 

I ð DÉLÉGATION PRINCIPALE 
 

2. Son Excellence  MARIA DA LUZ DAI GUEBUZA 
Épouse du Président de la République  

3. Son Excellence  OLDEMIRO JÚLIO MARQUES BALÓI 
Ministre des Affaires Étrangères et de la Coopération  

4. Son Excellence  ARMANDO ARTUR JOÃO 

Ministre de la Culture 

5. Son Excellence  Major Général DAVID GUNE 
Chef de la Maison Militaire 

6. Monsieur       RENATO MATUSSE 

Conseiller du Président de la République aux Affaires 

Politiques 

 
7. Monsieur       CARLOS PESSANE 

Conseiller du Président de la République aux Affaires 

générales 

 
8. Madame     MARIA INÊS MOIANE DOVE 

Secrétaire du Président de la République  
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9. Madame      MARLENE MAGAIA 

       Attachée de Presse à la Présidence de la République 
 
10. Monsieur         FRANCISCO ELIAS PAULO CIGARRO 

/ƘŜŦŜ Řǳ tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭŜ ŘΩ;ǘŀǘ 

11. Monsieur  SANSÃO SIGAÚQUE  (a) 
Directeur des Finances à la Présidence de la République 

12. Monsieur         SANTOS ÁLVARO 
Directeur à la Direction Afrique et Moyen orient au Ministère des Affaires 

étrangères et de la Coopération 

13. Monsieur         ARISTIDES ADRIANO 

Assistant du Ministre des Affaires Étrangères et de la Coopération 

14. Monsieur    INÁCIO DZONZI (a) 
!ƎŜƴǘ Řǳ tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭŜ ŘΩ;ǘŀǘ 

15. Monsieur   ERASMO MATIMBE (a) 
!ƎŜƴǘ Řǳ tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭŜ ŘΩ;ǘŀǘ 

16. Monsieur   ANIBAL VILANCULOS 
!ƎŜƴǘ Řǳ tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭŜ ŘΩ;ǘŀǘ 

II ï CABINET DE Lô£POUSE DU PR£SIDENT DE LA R£PUBLIQUE 
 

17. Madame   FLÁVIA EDITE J.M. DZIMBA CUERENEIA 
5ƛǊŜŎǘǊƛŎŜ Řǳ /ŀōƛƴŜǘ ƭΩ;ǇƻǳǎŜ Řǳ tǊŞǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŘŜ la République  

18. Madame    CUSTÓDIA DAS DORES ALANE NUVUNGA 
Secrétaire de ƭΩ;ǇƻǳǎŜ Řǳ tǊŞǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ wŞǇǳōƭƛǉǳŜ 
 

19. Madame  ERMELINDA NHASSENGO 
Agent du Protocole au /ŀōƛƴŜǘ ƭΩ;ǇƻǳǎŜ Řǳ tǊŞǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ wŞǇǳōƭƛǉǳŜ 

20. Madame  ANTÓNIA CAMPOS ANTÓNIO 
Assistante de ƭΩÉpouse du Président de la République 

III ς DÉLÉGATION TÉCHNIQUE 

21. Monsieur    FILIPE MATUSSE 
Médecin du Président de la République 

22. Monsieur   Lieutenant Colonel JORGE SAMUEL SITHOLE 
ADC du Président de la République 
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23. Madame  Capitaine ANITA JOSÉ ANTÓNIO 
ADC ƭΩ;ǇƻǳǎŜ Řǳ tǊŞǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ wŞǇǳōƭƛǉǳŜ 

24. Monsieur  BACHIR ADAMO 
aŜƳōǊŜ ŘŜ ƭΩŞǉǳƛǇŀƎŜ ǇǊŞǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŜƭƭŜ 

25. Madame  ROSINA SEMO (a) 
Téchnicienne à la Présidence de la République 

26. Monsieur   MANUEL MATUSSE  
Chambrier 

27. Monsieur   MANUEL CHICHAVA 
Garçon 

28. Monsieur   RUI MUCHANGA 
Cuisinier 

IV ð SÉCURITÉ 
 

29. Monsieur        Colonel BENIGNO TIQUE JONASSE  (a) 
Chef de Département 

30. Monsieur   Lieutenant Colonel JORGE ANTÓNIO  (a) 
Chef de Répartition 

31. Monsieur     Major FERNANDO MANUEL RAIBO 
Officier de la Sécurité  

32. Monsieur  Capitain JOSÉ BACAR ABUCHIR 
Adjoint du Chef des Services 

33. Monsieur   Capitain AMBASSE BACHIR ANLI   

Adjoint du Chef des Services   

34. Monsieur   Capitain FERNANDO AGOSTINHO PEDRO 
Assistant 

35. Monsieur   Capitain SEBASTIÃO MADUBANE MUTHOMBENE 
Agent de Sécurité 

36. Monsieur  Capitain MANUEL JAIROSSE CAMPIRA 
Chargé des bagages 

37. Monsieur   Lieutenant  RAIMUNDO XADREQUE MATAVELE 
Agent de Sécurité 

38. Monsieur   Lieutenant  MANUEL AUGUSTO TORCIDA 
Agent de Sécurité  
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39. Monsieur  Lieutenat MÁRIO SEBASTIÃO MALUANA 
Chargé des bagages  

40. Monsieur      Liutenant SIMÃO MAINATO 
Chargé des bagages  

41. Monsieur    Intendent DOMINGOS CHUPANE XAVIER 
Agent de Sécurité 

42. Madame  Soldat MARIA AMÉLIA CHONGO 
Assistante  

V ï PRESSE 
 

43. Monsieur   FERNANDO TIMANE 
Photographe du Président de la République 

44. Monsieur     EULÁLIO LUCAS MONTEIRO 
Camera-man à la Présidence de la République 

45. Monsieur   ÂNGELO CHIPANGA 
Journalist de la Rádio Moçambique (RM) 

46. Monsieur    EMANUEL LANGA 
Journalist de la Televisão de Moçambique (TVM ) 

47. Monsieur       CLAUDINO FRECHAUTH 
Camera-man de la Televisão de Moçambique (TVM ) 

48. Monsieur    LEONEL MUCHANO 
Journalist de ƭΩAgŜƴŎŜ ŘΩƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ Řǳ aƻȊŀƳōƛǉǳŜ(AIM) 

49. Monsieur    ARMANDO JÚNIOR 
Journalist du jornal Diário de Moçambique 

50. Monsieur    NELSON BELARMINO 
Journaliste de la STV 

51. Monsieur    GRAÇA SANTOS 
Camera-man de la STV  

OBSERTIONS : 

(a) Groupe en avance 
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Annex 4 

 

AFRICAN GENDER AWARD PROGRAMME  

 
 
 
 
 
 


